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Good guy award
By Judy and Mountain Glasson, Galena

I would like to nominate Wayne and Janice Wienen 
for the good guy award.

Our driveway was a sheet of ice last Sunday 
morning, we could not get out to go to church, or 
have anyone come in to check on our son. We called 
the Wienen’s and within 15 minutes they were here 
with their equipment , spreading limestone . Soon we 
were able to get out of our driveway. We would have 
been stranded for I don’t know how long without their 
prompt service especially on a Sunday morning. 

Has someone gone out of their way to help 
you? Send your Good Guy nomination to: 
cnewton@galgazette.com; fax, 815 777-3809; 
mail, P.O. Box 319, Galena, IL 61036.

Please write
The Galena Gazette welcomes your 

contributions to the newspapers. If you 
want to write a letter to the editor, use 
one of these methods:

 Mail: Editor, Galena Gazette, P.O. 
Box 319, Galena, IL 61036.

 Fax: (815-777-3809.
 e-mail: 

cnewton@galgazette.com.
 Website: galenagazette.com

 Hand delivery: 716 S. Bench St.
Letters must be signed. Please in-

clude a telephone number so we can 
confirm authorship.

Letter from our readers

by Richard Clark
GALENA–Progress on the new Galena Public 

Works building is almost on schedule despite some 
perfectly foul weather conditions, particularly over 
the last month.

City Engineer Andy Lewis told the Gazette last 
week that one or more of the crews from Tricon 
Construction and their subcontractors have been 
working at the job site every week day except one 
since construction started last fall regardless of 
weather. 

The one day missed was the day of the ice storm, 
which could be fairly described as somewhat incom-
patible with outdoor activity.

Lewis said the basic structure is now “substan-
tially complete except for installation of a number 
of windows.” Most of the work still to be done is in-

side finishing and putting in heating and ventilating 
equipment, plumbing and other mechanical work. 
Since the building can be now closed up, temporary 
heaters can warm the building enough to continue  
work regardless of weather.

 The day the Gazette visited, workers were 
injecting polystyrene foam insulation into the 
interior voids in the concrete blocks of the wall. 
The foot-thick concrete block walls are braced with 
steel reinforcing and then filled in with insulation, 
creating a solid block wall strong enough to serve 
as a load-bearing structural wall.

Change orders  
Lewis commented that the inevitable change 

orders that nag at this and every other project have 
so far, very much contrary to usual experience, re-

sulted in cutting costs, rather than increasing them. 
Thanks to those savings, the next change order will 
add the cost of putting in tile floors in office and rest  
areas rather than leaving the concrete floors bare  
to save money, as originally planned.

Occupancy in March 08
Lewis expects the public works department to 

be able to “move in” in late March 2008. Before 
that, gravel fill is needed to raise ground level to the 
sill level of the garage doors on the east side of the 
building, and a 30-inch storm water drain will be 
installed across the property following the general 
course of a former open drainage way.

“I think the city crews are just beginning to 
realize they will finally have a decent building,” he 
commented. “ It’s been talked about and I’ve been 

looking at available designs and construction details 
for over ten years and now it’s finally happening.”

‘It’s gone smoothly’
“It’s gone very smoothly,” Lewis noted, referring 

to the overall construction project.  
“I can’t think of any mishaps except that the 

(temporary) water supply froze once when some-
body accidentally turned off the heat tape protecting  
the pipe.”  

There was also a brief delay early on caused by 
extended delivery time of some specialized materi-
als, but work continued on other parts of the job 
so little time was lost.

“We’re really very pleased with the performance 
of Tricon Construction (the general contractor) and 
their subcontractors,” Lewis concluded.

Public works garage work close to schedule

SAVANNA–An ice fishing tragedy occurred on the 
Upper Mississippi River Refuge near Lost Mound 
Refuge (formerly Savanna Army Depot).

On Dec. 13, at about 7 a.m., Brad Galantine, 36, 
of Milledgeville and his great-uncle L. Dean Meador, 
77, of rural Lanark were heading out to go ice fishing 
from Bob “Beaver Bob” Knuth’s boat launch at the 
end of Diehl Road. While riding in their hovercraft 
on the ice in a backwater area north of the mouth of 
the Apple River on the Mississippi River on the Lost 
Mound Unit, one side of the inflatable craft blew a 
hole and lost air, followed by a motor breakdown. 
The unbalanced craft overturned, throwing both 
men into the icy water. 

The men were not able to upright the hovercraft 
and it was too small for both men to climb on top of 
the overturned craft, so they clung to the sides with 
their bodies in the water. Meador decided to swim 
to shore, even though there was 200 yards of ice 
between him and shore, so Galantine could climb 
out of the water and lay on top of the overturned 
hovercraft. 

Meador disappeared under the ice shortly after 
attempting to swim to shore. 

His wife reported them missing about 7 p.m. 
Galantine laid on top of the overturned craft for 

about 15 hours when finally rescued by refuge of-
ficers Darryn Witt and Russ Engelke around 10:30 
p.m. using an airboat. Galantine had removed his 
wet boots, gloves, hat and insulated outerwear, so 
that he could climb out of the water to get on top of 
the hovercraft and dry out in the 25 degree day and 
night time temp of about 17 degrees. 

Galantine was airlifted to Illini Hospital in the 
Quad Cities. He had no frost bite, although he did 
experience circulation problems in legs. 

After only five days in the hospital, he was 
released. “Although this accident was a tragedy, 
a miracle saved the survivor,” Ed Britton, refuge 
manager said.

On Jan. 10, refuge officers and the Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s department were supposed to continue 
their search for Meador by air and airboat in the 
backwaters of the Mississippi; however, the search 
was postponed because the state police plane that 
was to be used for the search couldn’t be used be-
cause it was a non-emergency situation and their 
cut budgets would not let them fly. 

Ice fishing tragedy near Depot
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